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  The Silicon Valley African Film Festival (SVAFF), founded by Chike Nwoffiah,  

kicked off October in grand style, marking its 15th year as a beacon of African 

cinema in the Bay Area. Celebrating “Africa through the African lens,” the festi-

val continues to enrich Silicon Valley’s cultural landscape by showcasing the 

diverse stories and creativity that make African cinema an essential part of the 

global film industry. This year’s celebration was made even more special by the 

attendance of California Asm. Ash Kalra, who walked the red carpet alongside 

filmmakers and community leaders, immersed himself in screenings of remarka-

ble films, and presented awards to four of the festival’s celebrated honorees. 

  The festival honored the legendary John Kani, who has brought African stories 

to international stages; groundbreaking filmmaker Julie Dash, whose work re-

shaped the possibilities for Black women in cinema; Malian visionary Soul-

eymane Cissé, a pioneer in African storytelling; and Nollywood star Richard Mo-

fe-Damijo, whose influence has helped make Nigerian cinema a global power-

house. Asm. Kalra had the unique pleasure of recognizing these remarkable 

artists, sharing a heartfelt message of appreciation, and presenting them with 

official resolutions to commemo-

rate their lasting impact. 

  SVAFF’s mission to promote un-

derstanding and appreciation of 

Africa through film was evident in 

every part of the event, from 

post-screening dialogues to cross

-cultural exchanges between 

American and African filmmak-

ers. Ash Kalra’s participation un-

derscored the festival's signifi-

cance not just as an artistic 

showcase but as a celebration of 

cultural connections and a trib-

ute to the creators who bring Af-

rica’s vibrant stories to the 

screen. 
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A Message From Assemblymember Ash Kalra 

Hello Friends, 

  I hope this message finds you and your loved ones well as we approach the festive holiday season and New 

Year.  

  As we quickly approach Thanksgiving Day, I want to extend my deepest gratitude to the constituents of As-

sembly District 25 for putting your trust in me by electing me to my 5th term. Thanks to your literal vote of con-

fidence and continued support, I enter this next Assembly session with increased motivation to advocate for 

the well-being of the community in which I was blessed to have grown up. 

  This next year will mark the 17th year I will have represented my community as an elected official, the first 8 

as a San Jose Councilmember for District 2. Over the past 16 years, I have seen so much change and, yet, 

the many reasons that make this District one of the best places to live have not changed. This last two-year 

term was my first in the newly drawn Assembly District 25. For most of my constituents, not much changed as 

the bulk of neighborhoods I represent remained the same. There are some new residents I am proud to repre-

sent, including in the Rose Garden community as well as unincorporated neighborhoods in the east hills.  Ad-

ditionally, the District increased quite substantially in square miles by extending southward down the Diablo 

Mountain range all the way to San Benito County! 

  With the 2023-2024 legislative session coming to an end, I am proud to report that 23 of the bills I authored 

were signed into law by Governor Newsom. Some of the bills signed into law in September included efforts to 

protect renters, move housing projects forward, and provide for more affordable housing.  

  Please know that I appreciate every opportunity to listen to your concerns while writing and supporting 

practical laws in the State Legislature. As we move forward, I remain committed to working tirelessly on your 

behalf to ensure that our community thrives, that every voice is heard, and that our shared goals are met. I 

look forward to getting back to work in the upcoming legislative session. 

  If you would like to learn more about my recent legislative accomplishments or need assistance with a state 

agency, please do not hesitate to reach out to my District Office staff at (408) 286-2535 

Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for 2025! 

 

  Sincerely,   

  Ash 
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Assemblymember Kalra Attends Grand Opening of Sunrise Pavilion  

  On October 31, Asm. Ash Kalra joined community members, 

local leaders, and partners to celebrate the grand opening of 

Sunrise Pavilion, a transformative housing development dedi-

cated to supporting transitional-age youth in San José. Asm. 

Kalra welcomed attendees and expressed deep gratitude to 

the Bill Wilson Center, the County of Santa Clara, the City of 

San José, Jamboree Housing, and the Santa Clara County 

Housing Authority, recognizing their vital contributions and col-

laboration. He highlighted how Sunrise Pavilion exemplifies the 

power of partnerships among government, nonprofits, and 

community organizations working toward a common goal: to 

address the urgent need for housing stability and support for 

young people facing homelessness. 

  Kalra reminded the audience of Youth HOPE Month’s signifi-

cance, underscoring the importance of providing stability and 

opportunity to vulnerable young individuals. "Youth homeless-

ness isn’t just a statistic—it’s a call to action," he shared, em-

phasizing that every young person deserves the chance to 

thrive, dream, and feel supported as they build their future. 

  Sunrise Pavilion offers a unique pathway to independence, featuring 43 units of both interim and permanent 

housing designed to support youth in transitioning to self-sufficiency. More than just a place to stay, it’s a safe, 

supportive environment where young people can grow, learn, and envision a brighter future. Kalra under-

scored that housing initiatives like Sunrise Pavilion not only address immediate needs but also help reduce 

long-term homelessness and foster resilience in the community. 

  He also acknowledged the broader housing challenges across California, noting that while the crisis is com-

plex, projects like Sunrise Pavilion demonstrate that targeted solutions can make a profound difference. He 

called on everyone to continue advocating for funding, supportive policies, and collaborative efforts to 

combat youth homelessness, adding, “Today is a moment of celebration, but it’s also a reminder of the work 

we still need to do.” 

  The event closed with a message of hope and commitment, as Kalra encouraged ongoing collaboration to 

ensure that no young person faces homelessness alone. Reflecting on the project’s success, he applauded 

everyone involved in making Sunrise Pavilion possible, celebrating a shared vision of hope and possibility for 

young Californians. 
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  This Giving Tuesday, consider supporting Mothers’ Milk Bank. The need for donor milk is at an all-time high, 

and by becoming a milk donor, you can make a difference for vulnerable infants. Human milk provides es-

sential nutrition for premature babies, helping them grow stronger and thrive. 

  Why Your Donation Matters Milk donation is more than a gift—it’s a 

lifeline. Your support helps close the gap between demand and sup-

ply, ensuring more babies receive the critical nutrients they need. 

How to Help Becoming a milk donor is simple, and every contribution 

counts. Visit Mothers’ Milk Bank’s website to learn more and start the 

process. 

  Mothers’ Milk Bank in San José is a nonprofit dedicated to providing 

lifesaving breastmilk to babies in need. For more information, visit 

camilkbank.org. 

Give the Gift of Life: Support Mothers’ Milk Bank This Giving Tuesday  

Diwali: Celebrating Light, Unity, and Cultural Recognition 

    Every year, Assembly District 25 celebrates Diwali, the 

Festival of Lights, with a special sense of pride and ac-

complishment, marking State Assemblymember Ash 

Kalra’s eighth consecutive year advocating for the 

recognition of Diwali in California. Kalra, who became the 

first Indian American elected to the California State Legis-

lature in 2016, has spent the past eight years leading ef-

forts in collaboration with colleagues in the State Capitol 

and constituents in the district to officially honor Diwali. 

  Diwali, a time-honored celebration of the triumph of light 

over darkness, knowledge over ignorance, and good 

over evil, holds profound cultural and spiritual significance 

for Indian Americans and South Asian Americans. Ob-

served by Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, and Jains across the 

United States, the festival brings families and communities 

together to light lamps, share sweets, and express grati-

tude, embodying a universal message of hope, renewal, and positivity. 

  Recently, Asm. Kalra co-hosted a Diwali celebration at the State Capitol with BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha, 

inviting his colleagues in the legislature, including Dr. Darshana Patel—the second Hindu American ever 

elected to the State Legislature—to learn about the cultural significance of the festival and enjoy traditional 

snacks and refreshments. 

  In AD 25, Diwali celebrations were equally vibrant, featuring traditional dances, music, food, and prayers. 

Assemblymember Kalra and his representatives actively participated, engaging with constituents to cele-

brate the festival's importance. 

  With the recognition of Assembly House Resolution 111 following the 2024 election, Kalra is confident the 

state will continue to champion cultural diversity and inclusivity. “Recognizing Diwali at the state level reaf-

firms California’s commitment to embracing our diverse cultures,” said Kalra. “It is a celebration of light, unity, 

and the strength of our community, and I’m honored to continue advocating for its recognition.”  
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  In November, Asm. Ash Kalra honored Santa Clara County Su-

pervisor Cindy Chavez as Assembly District 25's Woman of the 

Decade, recognizing her extraordinary leadership and service. 

Chavez’s life as a lifelong public servant has been defined by a 

steadfast commitment to progress, justice, and the well-being of 

our community. 

  Since 2013, Supervisor Chavez has served on the Santa Clara 

County Board of Supervisors, including a pivotal role as Chair 

during the one-in-a-century COVID-19 pandemic. She led the 

county's response, training over 500 community leaders and 

youth to combat misinformation and provide trusted public 

health messaging. She will term out at the end of 2024, when the 

newly elected Supervisor in her district is officially sworn in. 

  Prior to her election to the County Board of Supervisors, Chavez 

had a distinguished career as a City Councilmember for the City of San José. During her tenure on the Coun-

cil, and while serving as Vice Mayor, she strengthened communication between state, county, and local law 

enforcement authorities to keep the community safe. 

  Chavez’s advocacy spans a wide range of issues, from healthcare and education to transportation and 

environmental protection. As a key figure in preserving essential healthcare services, she played a crucial role 

in saving two major hospitals from closure. Her Children’s Health Initiative has ensured that no child in Santa 

Clara County goes without health coverage, regardless of their insurance status. In transportation, she was 

instrumental in expanding BART to North San José and securing the electrification of Caltrain—transformative 

projects that will benefit generations of residents. 

  Beyond infrastructure, Chavez has been a champion for labor rights, spearheading the Healthy Nail Salon 

Recognition Program to protect workers from toxic chemicals. She has also shown leadership in environmen-

tal conservation, spearheading efforts to protect Coyote Valley and preserve its unique natural resources. 

  Asm. Kalra shared, “Supervisor Chavez’s legacy of advocacy, rooted in the values of equity, justice, and 

integrity, has shaped a stronger, more resilient Santa Clara County and will continue to inspire leaders in the 

years to come. I extend my deepest gratitude to Supervisor Chavez for her unwavering dedication to improv-

ing the lives of all Californians in my Assembly District and beyond.” 

Supervisor Cindy Chavez is Assembly District 25’s Woman of the Decade! 

Get ready for the holidays as Christmas in the Park returns to Downtown San 

José! This beloved tradition, now in its 43rd year, opens  with the Drive-Thru ex-

perience on November 21 and the Downtown Park opening on November 29 

at Plaza de Cesar Chavez. 

Transforming two acres into a holiday wonderland, the event features over 40 

animated exhibits, dazzling lights, and the 65-foot Community Giving Tree. 

Guests can stroll through an enchanted forest of beautifully decorated trees 

by local schools, businesses, and community groups. 

This free event also includes visits with Santa, nightly entertainment, and festive 

treats. Don’t miss out on  the Bay Area’s favorite holiday celebration! 

Celebrate the Holidays at Christmas in the Park!  
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Celebrating Heritage and Freedom: Honoring ACR 195 in San José 

  On August 3, 2024, the San José Vietnamese Heritage Garden 

in Asm.Ash Kalra’s district was filled with a solemn celebration as 

the Vietnamese American community and elected officials 

gathered to honor the passage of Assembly Concurrent Resolu-

tion (ACR) 195. This significant resolution, authored by Asm. 

Evan Low, acknowledges the Vietnamese Traditional (Heritage) 

and Freedom Flag—the flag of Vietnam from 1948 to 1955—as 

a symbol of the Vietnamese American community and was re-

cently passed by the California State Legislature. Assembly Dis-

trict 25, represented by Kalra, is proud to be home to one of the 

largest Vietnamese-descended populations outside of Vi-

etnam, with the City of San José having the largest Vietnamese 

population in the world. 

  The honor of ACR 195 took place during the monthly flag-raising 

ceremony organized by the United Vietnamese American Commu-

nity of Northern California. This ceremony was a moment of pride 

and reflection for the Vietnamese American community, celebrat-

ing both their heritage and their ongoing commitment to democrat-

ic values. With the state’s recognition of the Vietnamese Freedom 

Flag, the ceremony will continue to underscore the importance of 

recognizing cultural symbols and honoring those who have contrib-

uted to the fight for freedom and human rights. 

  The morning gathering began with a flag-raising ceremony, fol-

lowed by the presentation of commemorative copies of ACR-195 to 

distinguished Vietnamese American community leaders. Among 

those honored were representatives from the United Vietnamese American Community of Northern Califor-

nia, the Former Vietnam Armed Forces Alliance of Northern California, and the Association of Vietnam Veter-

ans of America Chapter 201. 

  Asm. Kalra, who co-authored ACR 195, highlighted the significance of the resolution and the sacrifices 

made by the trailblazers. “As a state representative for San José’s Little Saigon, I would like to express my 

deep appreciation for the veterans and heroes present here today who fought against communism and 

sacrificed for democracy and human rights for all,” Kalra remarked. 
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Grand Opening of Temaki Bar in San José 

  Asm.Ash Kalra was on hand to celebrate the grand opening of Temaki Bar, 

an exciting new dining spot in San José's District 25. Located at 5657 Snell 

Ave, Temaki Bar promises to become a favorite for locals with its unique 

blend of hand rolls and an impressive sake selection—the largest in the Bay 

Area. The grand opening on September 22 drew a lively crowd, with sounds 

by DJ Quantum adding to the festive atmosphere. Guests were treated to a 

wide range of hand-crafted hand rolls made from premium ingredients, 

showcasing the creativity and passion of Temaki’s chefs. Asm. Kalra was 

proud to support this new business, which adds a fresh and innovative flavor 

to the district's vibrant culinary scene. Temaki Bar is open from 11 AM to 9 

PM and is closed on Mondays. Visit their website for more details: te-

makibarsj.com  

Asm. Kalra Honors the Legacy of Tommie Smith & John Carlos  

  On October 16th, Asm. Ash Kalra stood before the statues of Tom-

mie Smith and John Carlos to commemorate the 40th anniversary of 

their iconic stand for justice and human rights at the 1968 Olympics. 

In a powerful speech, Asm. Kalra honored their courage, reflecting 

on the moment when Smith and Carlos raised their fists in silent pro-

test, a gesture that transcended the Olympic podium to ignite a 

global movement for civil rights and social justice. 

  Asm. Kalra spoke to the bravery it took for Smith and Carlos to risk 

their personal success in pursuit of a greater cause, recognizing that 

silence in the face of injustice would have equaled complicity. In-

stead, their actions amplified the voices of millions, awakening a 

commitment to equality that contin-

ues to inspire activism today. Kalra 

underscored the importance of civic 

engagement and community action, noting that real change starts with 

those willing to stand up and demand it—whether through policy, public ser-

vice, or grassroots advocacy. 

  Later that afternoon, Asm. Kalra opened a fireside chat that set the stage 

for thoughtful discussion on the legacy of Smith and Carlos. He emphasized 

that their activism taught us all that challenging the status quo is essential to 

true progress, calling on the next generation to continue fighting for equality. 

Reflecting on the enduring relevance of their stand, Asm. Kalra reminded 

everyone that while the struggle for justice remains, the passionate activism 

of figures like Smith and Carlos continues to fuel meaningful change. 

  The day closed with a powerful reminder of the responsibility each genera-

tion holds to uphold the principles these men fought for and to further the 

quest for an equitable world. As Asm. Kalra affirmed, the legacy of Smith and 

Carlos calls on us all to make our voices heard, for social justice and equality 

can only be achieved when we stand united. 
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Photos from Around the Capitol, the District & Beyond 
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Make a Friend (or Two) for Life at San José Animal Care Center! 

  Wrigley and Sugar are a tight-knit pair of bunnies. Sugar, true to 

her name, is the sweetest bunny girl you'll ever meet. She came 

to the shelter as a baby and was adored by everyone there be-

fore she went to her foster home. She loves people and will 

come right up to you, showering you with love and melting your 

heart with her affectionate licks. Wrigley, on the other hand, had 

a rough start in life and was rescued from a terrible situation. 

Even in his foster home, he's timid and always on alert. We decid-

ed to pair Sugar and Wrigley because we believed Sugar's love 

and confidence could help him, and we're thrilled it worked out.  

  Since they've been together, Wrigley feels more secure and confident around Sugar. Sugar quickly adjusted 

to life in a home, enjoying snuggles with Wrigley and keeping him company. She loves a good head rub and 

won't give up until she gets one. And Wrigley, though cautious at first, always ends up joining in the fun with 

Sugar. They are both lovable, sweet buns who are eagerly waiting for their forever home.  

  Ready to make them  yours? Adoptions and fosters take place in person at the Animal Care Center, con-

veniently located at 2750 Monterey Road in San José. Adoption hours are from noon to 4:00 p.m. on Mon-

day, 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, and 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. 

Please note that adoptions and fosters are processed on a first-come, first-served basis.  
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Contact Us! 
Want to sign up for the newsletter?  

Please email Celeste Walker at celeste.walker@asm.ca.gov. 

District Office 

111 W. St. John Street, Suite 1150 

San José, CA 95113 

P: (408) 286-2535 

F: (408) 286-2560 

Capitol Office 

State Capitol, Room 4610 

P.O Box 942849 

Sacramento, CA 94249 

P: (916) 319-2025 

F: (916) 319-2125 

Administrative Law   (916) 323-6225  

Aging     (916) 419-7500  

Alcoholic Beverage Control  (916) 419-2500  

Board of Equalization   (800) 400-7115 

Bureau of Automotive Repair (800) 952-5210  

California Courts   (415) 865-4200 

California Highway Patrol  (800) 835-5247 

Caltrans    (916) 654-2852 

Child Supportive Services  (866) 901-3212 

Civil Rights Department  (800) 884-1684       

Consumer Affairs   (800) 952-5210 

Controller’s Office   (916) 445-3028 

Developmental Services  (916) 654-1690 

Employment Development  (800) 300-5616  

Fair Political Practices Commission (916) 322-5660 

Fish & Wildlife    (916) 445-0411 

Food & Agriculture   (916) 654-0466  

Health Care Services   (916) 445-1248  

High Speed Rail Authority  (916) 324-1541  

Insurance    (800) 927-4357 

Motor Vehicles   (800) 777-0133 

Parks & Recreation   (800) 777-0369  

Public Health    (916) 558-1784 

Rehabilitation    (916) 324-1313 

Secretary of State   (916) 653-6814  

Social Services   (916) 651-8848  

Toxic Substances Control  (800) 728-6942  

Veterans Affairs   (800) 952-5626  

State Agencies Contact Information 

mailto:celeste.walker@asm.ca.gov

